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McDonald is known for their sports. We have amazing football and cross country 
teams that succeed in their seasons. However, Anna Airhart has a love for sports but 
the inability to play along in the traditional programs. Anna deals with mild cerebral 
palsy, but she doesn't let that stop her.

She has found another outlet to enjoy sports and 
team cooperation with the Youngstown Booms 
Sled Hockey team. She joined in December of 
2017 and has been playing for the last two years. 

The Booms participate in  many 
tournaments around the Great Lakes with 
other teams who share their intention to 
allow more than just the functionally fit to 
enjoy athletics and practice weekly to help 
the players prepare. Anna loves the 
adapted sport, "Hockey allows me to play 

an amazing game with incredible people who 
make me feel equal. I can play without thinking 
of my physical limitations or the limitations of 
my teammates."

The Booms play with adjustable sleds that 
allow children and adults of several types of 
disabilit ies skate around the ice rink and 
thwack pucks. Their shortened sticks act as 
both skiing poles on one spiked end and as the 
curved hockey stick on the other for the 
rubber puck. The children play with similar 
rules as traditional ice hockey. Both the adult 
and child teams allow athletes with 
amputation/limb loss, spinal cord 
injury/wheelchair-users and cerebral 
palsy/brain injury/stroke to participate.
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By: Elle Airhar t

Skylar  Ague and Chloe 
Cam pbell enjoying t he 
provided sledding af t er  t he 
gam e.

Phot o credit : Michelle Airhar t

Ar t icle cont inues on page 2
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The Booms raise money to offset the costs of their season and other 
equipment by holding a charity game during the winter months. Our own 
Youngstown Phantoms join the game as guests and play the game in sleds 
just like the kids. One of the main attractions of the event is the learning 
curve that the Phantoms seasoned players have when strapped into the 
sleds.

This year, the event was held on January 
19th in the Covelli Center. A donated 
basket raffle and a silent auction were 
also held to help raise money along with 
the game. Beside the rink were ten 

items sold off in the silent auction and seven baskets picked in the raffle. 
Also, for two dollars, spectators were allowed to try the sleds out for 
themselves. It was free to enter and several students and staff alike from 
McDonald popped in to see what the team had to offer. Skylar Ague, one of 
the students, says happily, "The Phantoms [and Booms] game was great, I 
had a lot of fun. It was cool that we got to not only try sled hockey but we 
also met the players."

It is truly great that the students who otherwise could not experience 
in traditional school athletic programs have a sport all to their own. It is also 
great that it is getting the recognition that it deserves.

Anna on t he ice m oving t he 
puck  t owards t he goal.

The Phant om s and Boom  t eam s 
l in ing up for  a group pict ure on 
t he ice.

McDonald On Ice

Editor ial: Where Did Winter  Go?
By: Cailey Tit us

Is anyone else worried that there is barely any snow and it is 
already February? Ever since late December the weather has been 
warm enough to not wear a "winter " coat. But don't worry the 
winter weather is coming. It is slowly getting colder and colder as 
the days go. But we have noticed that winter keeps getting pushed 
back farther every year. We haven't had a white Christmas in years! 
Are we ever going to get a snow day?  

This has been one of the warmest winters making these 
January and February months feel like March and April. This could 
be harmful to people because the cold isn't killing off the viruses in 
the air and in the water such as lakes that we like to spend time at 
during the summer. Those summer days could end up with you getting sick because these viruses 
weren't killed off.  The cold is coming so late which could throw off the cycle of the plants sprouting. 
Many organisms depend on this cycle, so maybe the snow could be a good thing, even though 
sometimes we hate it.  Hopefully the groundhog sees its shadow!

continued on from page one.
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Push Your  l imits, Take the CCP Test
By: Theresa Great house 

CCP stands for College Credit Plus, and has been around for quite some time. College Credit Plus is a program 
where students not only earn high school credits, but also get college class credits in advance. 

How To Qualify 
Students can start College Credit Plus classes as low as seventh grade, but most high school students start when 
they are a junior, feeling that they are prepared. When trying to join the program students have to take the SAT 
or ACT with the qualifying score for the classes they want to take. If a student does not meet the score needed 
for their class they want to take, they can then take a placement test. The placement test determines whether or 

not they are ready for the class and whether you get accepted or not. 

Sign up dat es:

On the morning of February 4th we will have YSU and 
Kent State application and in the afternoon we will have 
Stark Kent come in for college application as well.

Students that want to sign up for College Credit Plus will 
need to bring their social security information to fill out 
paper work for the college classes they want to take. The 
maximum amount of credits a student can have is thirty 
in a school year, which includes your high school and 
college class credits. If you want to take the CCP program 
but also attend TCTC you can still take the program. 
TCTC offers the college classes there so you can take 
them along with your normal high school classes. 

I interviewed sophomore Janessa Virola, who is thinking about taking CCP classes. 
When asked how she's preparing for the ACT she said, "I am studying very hard 
every night and being tutored." She added, "I want to take the classes to get an 
advantage for college." 

I also interviewed sophomore Leah Scala, who is interested in the College Credit Plus classes. When asked how 
she's preparing for the ACT she said, "I am studying very hard for the ACT with other friends of mine that are 
also taking the ACT." She added, "I want to make sure that I have the time to dedicate to the college classes I 
want to take." 

Senior Colin Ruane started taking CCP classes when he was a junior. Colin says, "It 's more of a challenge than 
most people think." He adds, "Don't treat it like any other class, the classes are more challenging than any 
regular high school class." When asked what should students due to prep for the ACT he said, "Try to get practice 
tests from teachers that offer them and study as much as you can." 

When students are juniors CCP offerings through the high school include Pre-Calculus and Stats.                                         
When students are seniors, the offerings include Writing I and II, Chemistry I and II, and Calculus.

Mrs. Boshef f  discusses 
opt ions for  CCP

Inform at ion on CCP f rom  
YSU, KSU, and St ark
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By: Hannah Wer le
Ladies and Gentlemen, students and staff, distinguished guests, please 
welcome the McDonald High School Drama Club's production of Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs and Silly Goose. The performances will be open to the 
public on Friday, February 21st at 7pm, Saturday the 22nd at 7pm, and 
Sunday the 23rd at 3pm. 

The first performance will star only jr high students and underclassmen. It is a 
short one-act called Silly Goose, a story about classic fairytale characters--such 
as Jack and Jill, Hansel and Gretel--and what happens when they all have a 
dinner party. The second performance is Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, but 
not the Disney version you know. Snow White will be retold in a way that 
follows the more Germanic, Grimm brothers plotline, but with a comedic 
twist.

The plays will be lead by McDonald's new drama director, Mr. Gavitt. He has been working in theater 
for eighteen years, but this is his first experience in a high school. He said, "This is my first time as a drama 
director for a school but I believe it is going well. I have to get used to working with the kids and their crazy 
busy schedules. Still, I am very excited about this new position and can't wait to bring back the dramatic arts to 
the McDonald Community." Everyone in the community is excited to see what these kids have to offer.

Mr. Gavitt isn't the only one who is excited about the upcoming play. Many of the cast members are 
also looking forward to this opportunity. Sage Mason, who plays Snow White, said, "I chose to audition for the 
play to try something new and to meet new people in the school. I think the production is looking very good so 
far. Everyone has been working very hard and we have been improving tons." The drama students have been 
working hard, with rehearsals occurring several times a week. 

The process of creating this show began with assigning roles. 
Instead of having students audition for individual parts, Mr. Gavitt had the 
students read for every part from Snow White down to the last dwarf. This 
style of assigning roles allows everyone to get a good grasp on the 
characters they enjoy and it allows for Mr. Gavitt to see who fits whatever 
role best. 

Next, the drama club began their rehearsals. Every rehearsal begins 
with what the students call a "hype-up-session". The club members all 
stand in a circle and do different warm ups and icebreakers to get the 
group comfortable and ready to work. After their warm-ups, the jr high 
members run through Silly Goose. Finally, the cast of Snow White finishes 
up the session by running through their play, whether by starting where 
they left off at the last rehearsal or by just taking things from the 
beginning. 

The students have been rehearsing since November, but ramps up 
on February 9th, which is the start of tech week. Tech week is the week they bring in set designers and stage 
production so that they can begin to work on the small, yet monumental pieces of the play that most don't 
even think about. Alyssa Strange, who plays the Mirror said, "Tech week is basically the most important thing 
for us. It 's a grueling process because everything has to go right for everyone. The way things go down at tech 
week are how things will go down during the play." The drama students have been working hard to make this 
show worthwhile, so go out and support the club by seeing Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and Silly Goose.

Shh... The Show is Star ting

Cast  m em bers reading t heir  l ines 
for  t he play. Phot o Credit : Cailey 
Tit us

St udent s rehearsing Silly 
Goose. Phot o Credit : Cailey 
Tit us
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Should School Star t Later  In The Day? - -  
Student Poll By: Elle Airhar t

The winter is long and looks like it will never end. Something else that never seems to end is the school 
year. We all trudge through each period and day to the short weekends of solace we have. So, the question of 
the year is: Should school start later in the day?

Out of the 25 students asked, 21 of them chose the obvious answer for teenagers and only 4 decided that 
our school schedule was perfect the way it is. The ones who are pro-teenage health gave reasons like students 
may benefit from the longer sleep and be more productive during their classes for example. The four less 
rational students decided that our school was fine the way it was since their personal lives weren't in shambles 
from the suffocating amount of homework they receive.

Ear lier Lat er

4 21

Horoscope of the Month

Decem ber  22- January 19

Capricorns are known for their serious approach 
in work and great family values. They are 
traditionalists. Their work is least important to 
them because family comes first. Capricorns are 
known to be strong leaders and to have strong 
independence. These people strongly believe that 
they can resolve anything they put their mind to. 

Strengths- Reliable, organized, self-control, 
excellent managing abilit ies 

Weaknesses- Knowledge for everything, cannot 
forgive, always expects the worst things to happen

Lucky numbers- 1,4,8,10,13,17,19,22,26

Adapted from- Astrology.care

By: Theresa Great house
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Featured Ar tist-  Morgan Golden
By: Theresa Great house

This month's featured artist is Morgan Golden. When asked about the origins of her art she said, "I just started 
this year and my first piece of art was a painting." Morgan said she started to get into art when she saw her 
friend Maddie Williams's art work. She added, "I thought it was absolutely amazing, so I wanted to try it out." 

When asked what tools she likes to use she said, "I really love painting. I can't really do anything else. Paint is 
what I'm strongest in and I love it."  

Day of  t he Dead 

Fun Tim es

"This is the first 
painting I did 
when I started 
out. I did this 
painting for fun 
and I really loved 
it." 

"This piece I did for 
Senora Ronghi for 
the Day of the Dead. 
It was a really fun 
piece to do and 
turned out great."

Werle's Wor ld of Books By: Hannah Wer le
Gmorning, Gnight!: Little Pep Talks for Me & You written by the award-winning Lin 

Manuel Miranda and illustrated by Jonny Sun is a book meant to encourage. Comprised of 
short poetry and accompanying drawings, the inspiring messages range from staying calm 
to beginning your day with a smile.  

The idea for this book began quite modernly, on Twitter, where author Lin Manuel 
Miranda began posting a morning greeting and nightly sign-off to his followers. Praise 
came rushing in for these tweets and Miranda's followers began suggesting that he publish 
the tweets as a book. Soon, Miranda and Sun were publishing a book that quickly became 
a New York Times Bestseller. 

I must admit that I purchased this book more for the author of Hamilton and Moana 
fame and I'm really not much of a self-help lover. However, I found this book was quite enjoyable. Miranda's 
writing style was brilliant. While you could tell that each line was carefully thought out, the wording was easy to 
understand and the words and situations were relatable to contemporary audiences. Also, Jonny Sun's 
illustrations only added to Miranda's poetry. Sometimes Sun would 
add a tiny drawing to an otherwise nearly blank page; other times 
the pages held intricate and detailed drawings that made reading 
this book even more interesting.

Gmorning, Gnight! is a cheeky, inspiring way to start and end 
the day. Miranda writes both funny and heartfelt rhymes that 
simultaneously made me laugh and feel encouraged. I mean, hey, 
we students  trudge throughout the day tired and bored. A litt le 
saying to keep in your brain before a test can't do any harm. 



The Villager, February 3, 2020 page 7

Music Review: When We All Fall Asleep 
Where Do We Go -  Bi l l ie Ei l ish
By: Elle Airhar t

The decade has finally ended and was full of change in the 
musical industry.  The popular artists evolved from the bubble 
pop and heart-break songs to more that gain awareness for 
mental illness and self love. Billie Eilish is a young artist who took 
advantage of this evolution with her debut album When We All Fall 
Asleep Where Do We Go.

Eilish was born and raised in LA where she continues to 
release music from Darkroom/Interscope Records. Her childhood 
played a major part in her career. According to 
FamousPeople.com, her family was a very musical group, giving 
her the resources and exposure to many different types of fine 
arts. This helped her refine her love of dance and producing and 
performing music. Her older brother had a love for music and 
they worked together to produce Ocean Eyes which was when her 
music career started to soar.

The eighteen year old artist released her first official album on March 29 of last year. She 
immediately started to rocket to fame as many of the young generation heard her unique music. Eilish's 
specific genre is hard to place as it never sticks to one type for long, though many name it as avant-pop 
and electro-pop trap--a style of hip hop music. Her huge popularity growth was attributed to the way her 
audience relates to her music, lyrics, and visual image. Billie is known for often challenging the 
stereotypes of the music industry. She takes her music production and almost macabre lyrics to the next 
level where she speaks of topics like depression and more serious mental illnesses that many artists 
rarely speak about. She challenges the female artist stereotype with this type of music and the way she 
acts and dresses in public.

I enjoy the way she produces her music and what she uses in the background. It is unique to her 
and pretty impressive to listen to when she uses manipulated audio and rhythms to create songs. I also 
think her quiet, but full voice is outstanding for how young she is. Her voice is strong, but not 
overpowering. A couple things that I personally dislike about her music is how it is sometimes hard to 
understand what she is saying and how disturbing some of her lyrics sound without context. Though she 
touches on some great points that I can relate to and when matched with her dark music videos, her 
music isn't for many who are fainthearted.

Billie Eilish, overall, has a unique style that draws in more listeners and often speaks to many who 
have experienced things similar to the ones she sings about. She is seen as controversial with this style, 
but at the same time enjoys what she does, which is sometimes the important thing.
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Backpage Pics By: Hannah Wer le
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